AMATEUR BASEBALL UMPIRES ASSOCIATION,

Theright call

ABULA | ndi vi dual Menbership Benefits for 2003

The ABUA board has finalized the
membership benefits for 2003. The
annual individual membership duesare
$40. Umpireswho jointhe ABUA will
enjoy membership through December
31, 2003. The benefits of individua
membershipinclude:

-A comprehensive $2 million liabil -
ity planthat coverscourt judgmentsand
awards; legal feesand court costs; law-
suitsfor bodily injury, property damage
and personal injury.

-A $100,000 accident medical plan
that coversaccidental injuries.

-A loss-of-game-fee benefit that
will pay up to $50 per gamelost if an
umpire is injured while officiating
(maximum payableis $2,000 for upto
26 weeks).

-Cross-over insurance for any
ABUA umpire who is injured while
working amateur softball, either
fastpitch or slowpitch.

-MEMBERS-ONLY access to
quarterly newdetters, rulesexamsand
web-based educational resources.

- A 10% equipment and uniform
discount through Honig'sWhistle Stop
(800/468-3284).

-A 20% discount for selected
ABUA camps and clinics.

- Limited opportunities for game
assignments through affiliated orga-
nizations, including USA Baseball.

Toinquireabout ABUA individual
memberships, please contact Ted
Breidenthal, ABUA executive direc-
tor, at ted@umpire.orgor 816/474-

Local Association Membership
Benefit Update for 2003

The ABUA isoffering aunique and
comprehensive Local Association
membership benefit program for 2003.
Thelocal association membership fee
is$300. Your 2003 membershipwill be
good through December 31, 2003. The
benefits of Local Association member-
shipinclude:

-A 2003 ABUA teaching curricu-
[um notebook.

-Membership in NASO's Local
Officials’ Administration Network
(LOAN).

-Option to purchase general liabil-
ity coverage for local officials asso-
ciationsdirectors and officersthrough
NASO.

-Three scholarships to selected
ABUA campsor clinicsin 2003.

-MEMBERS-ONLY access to
quarterly newdetters, rulesexamsand
web-based educational resources.

-Rules and mechanics updates
for high school and college umpires.

To inquire about ABUA Loca
Association memberships, please con-
tact Ted Breidenthal, ABUA execu-
tive director, at ted@umpire.org or
816/474-8677. Fed freeto browse our
web site to learn more about the
ABUA at www.umpire.org.
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8677. The 2003 membership applica
tions and renewals can be submitted
on-linewith our ABUA secure mem-
bership application form. Please go
to our web site, www.umpire.org, for
more information about the ABUA.

Hall of Famer's
Health Improving

The ABUA spoke with
Hall of Famer Bullet Alexander
recently to get an update on his
health. Bullet was slowed this past
July when he underwent major
heart surgery. “It's been slow
going, but | feel really good. My
wifeisready to kick me out of the
house and let me watch some
games, so she must think I’ m get-
ting better,” hesaid jokingly. It's
good to see Bullet’s humor is till
with us. Bullet wanted theABUA
to send out a special thanksto all
of those who sent cards and flow-
ersduring hisillness. The ABUA
wishes Bullet the very best as he
continues hisroad to recovery. We
hope to see you at the park soon!
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ABUA Hall of Fame
Sweet Lou-He's A Score-KEEPER
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Theright call

There's a runner on second agirl and thisparticular onehad her | GusRodriguez President
when the batter hits a screamer down eyeson thejob. Accordingto Spry, | Open 1st VP
thethird baseline. Theumpirepoints she made an interesting offer. “She | John Magnusson 2nd VP
the ball fair. The left fielder makesa said, ‘I'ddoanythingif you'dletme | Kyle McNeely 3rd VP
clean pickup, but thinking theball was  do that.” | was 15 at the time and | Jon Bible 4th VP
foul, flipsit into the stands. Thebat- my question was this: Does shere- | MikeKiernan Director
ter- runner isstanding on secondwhen  ally mean anything? So, the teen- | Nick Zibelli Director
the untimely miscue was made. age Lou Spry turned to the baseball | Jim Garman Director
What's the call? coach for advice. Hiswordsremain | David Rogers Director

Umpires and sports fans with Loutothisday. “Spry, areyou | Randy Christal Director
across America probably remember goingtolet her talk you out of some- | Dave Yeast Director

this play from the _
College World Se- i
ries. The umpires
correctly ruled that

thing that you've
worked so hard
for?”

Executive Director
Ted Breidenthal

And with ted@umpire.org

theball wasdead and
scored the runner
from second due to
theerrant throw. But
what wasthe officid
ruling on the play?
Only the official
scorer knows for
sure. This incident
wasjust one of many
witnessed by Lou
Spry who, for 22

that Lou began a
long career as an
official baseball
scorer taking him
from Tacoma's
Amateur Baseball
League, to the
NAIA, to West
Texas, andfinaly to
the Kansas City
Royals in the
American League.

“All 1 want is a
chance,” said Spry
to the league in
Tacoma. “If I'mno
good, then run me
off.” And that atti-
tude has served himwell in hisbase-
ball pursuits, even though hisfather
had second thoughts about hisson’s
ambition. “My dad always wanted
meto get areal job,” laughs Spry.
From 1966, until he retired
in 1999, Spry’s “real” job was with
the NCAA where he did just about
everything. During his 32-year ten-
ure, Spry served as publications edi-
tor, director of research, assisted in
the championship eventsdepartment,
and for eight years, he was the
NCAA chief financial officer and
associate executive director. He
currenly serves as an NCAA com-
petition manager at regional baseball
tournaments, which he has held for
Continued on page 6

years, has been the

official scorer at the

CollegeWorld Series

in Omaha, Nebraska. LOU SPRY
Spry began

) 5 ABUA Hall of Fame
his career as an offi-

cial scorer in 1953 in Tacoma, Wash-
ington. A self described “ baseball nut”
asahigh school student, Spry entered
a contest sponsored by his high
school’s baseball coach and literally
won hisfirst scoring job. “1 entered a
20-question test and got them all cor-
rect,” said Spry. The next day, the
coach called hisyouthful scorekeeper,
but the message wasmore urgent than
congratulatory. “Hesaid, ‘You'reit.
Get your stuff-we've got a game,” ”
he remembered.

Spry’s celebration was short-
lived when a female member of his
sophomore classapproached him soon
after with news that the guys on the
high school baseball teamweremore
in favor of a female scorekeeper. It
seems the scorekeeper was always
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JohnKleis
jekleis@hotmail.com
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Melany Kleis
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Pet Peeves...Words of Wisdom...Or Both

When | first started in
collegebasebdl, many of the“es-
tablished” umpiresseemedtohave
theseextremdy “cordid” rdation-
shipswith not only coaches, but
with trainers, equipment manag-
ers, players, players parentsand,
seemingly everyone around the
Sadium.

| knew of umpires who
regularly met coachesafter games
for beverages at the local pub,
who reedily accepted” gifts’ from
equipment managers, who made
it a point to have breakfast on
gameday withthe parentsof their
favorite players, who knew the
student-athletesalmost asclose
friends, and who considered none
of thistheleast bit ingppropriate.

It seemed that only after
thesevariousbasebdl congtituen-
cies had accepted you socially
wereyou accepted asanumpire.
Many up-and-coming umpires

ABUA Seeking

TheABUA currently isaccepting

spent as much time and effort work-

ing ontheserelationshipsasthey did

studying rulesand polishing mechan-

ics. | amashamed to say that in some

isolated casesyearsago | probably

Photo courtesy of NCAA
umpireNick Zibelli

was guilty of some of these behav-
iors—right or wrong, it just seemed
to be the way to advance one's ca-
reer.

L ooking back | wish some-
onewould have set mestraight sooner.

Fortunately for me, thetrueprofes-

sional veteransin my areatutored
meaway fromthat stylebeforel be-
cameimmersed. They stressed a
more seriousand businesslike ap-
proachto officiating. Beforelongl
realized what al those constituen-
ciesredly wanted wasgood umpir-
ing and, whenit realy camedown
to it, being “accepted” was not
nearly as critical as being “re-
spected.”

Today, asasupervisor of Sx
conferences, thisissue hasbecome
my pet peeve. | still see umpires
spending too much time* politick-
ing” onand off thefield. | implore
umpires—whether they’ rearookie
or an established veteran—to ap-
proachtheir officiating inaserious,
businesdikemanner. Sincenoneof
uswill ever beliked sincerely by al
of those constituenciesanyway, let
usat least be respected for theway
wedoour job. By Rich Fetchiet

Hall of Fame Nominations

league, high school or collegelevels.

of ethical conduct, moral character

All nomineesmust havesgnificantand
long-term contributionsto umpiring at
any of thethreelevels, and beworthy
of national recognition. All nominees
must exemplify the highest standards

Hall of Fame nominationsfrom
the membership. All nominees
shall be considered onthe merits
of contributionsto and achieve-
ments in umpiring at the youth

and sportsmanship supporting ama:
teur baseball. Please send your
nominations to Ted Breidenthal,
ABUA executivedirector, by March
1, 2003.

ABUA uniformsavailableexclusively at

Honig's 1-800-468-3284
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Umpire Feedback

My nameisnot impor-
tant. Nor is the name of the
young player that | amwriting
about. I am a high school and
collegesportsofficia, and | fill
in the time between seasons
working youth sportsaswell. It
just so happened that on atypi-
cal day of umpiring, | had anot
sotypica experience. | metan
Angel who plays shortstop, or
more precisely, | met ayoung
manwhom| will just cal Miched
who happensto play shortstop.
You see, | call himthat because
theArchangd Michael playeda
magor rolein Christianbelief, and
thisyoung man played amajor
roleinmine.

Michael is a normal
young man with atremendous
zestfor lifeand adesireto play
ball with hisfriendsintheage-
oldAmericantradition. Michael
playsonaminor leegueteamwith
hisbuddies, and playsan unbe-
lievableshortstop. Hisbrand of
shortstopisn't specia although
hehastremendousrangeand an
outstanding throwing arm. He
isagpecid shortstop because of
theway heputshisheartintothe
game. You see, | neglected to
tell you that Michael isavery
unigueyoung man. Hehasonly
short appendagesfor asamsand
legs. And hewill never play in
theMajor Leaguesor for any

Tucson, AZ was the
host for the recent USA Base-
ball Junior National Labor Day
Tournament. Ten teamsfrom

universty. Hewill never evenbeable
toplay inhighschool. But today, for
me, hewasastar. Hefielded every
ball he could reach. Hehit whenit
washisturn. Heran the bases, and
took his turn coaching first base.
And, he had agreat time doing it.
Hisfriendstook no noticeof hisdif-
ferences, nor did hisopponents. For
that hour and ahalf, hewasjust an-
other baseball player.

| don’'t haveacluewhat his
lifeislikeoutsidebasebal. Nordol
know anything el seabout thisyoung
man. But | do know onething. In
thisday of highly paid specidist play-
ers, college playing primadonnas,
and high school playerswith horren-
dous attitudes about the sportsman-
ship aspect of the game, it did my
heart good to see someonewho just
LOVED beingonthefidd. | laughed
until I cried when he pulled hisbud-
dies socks down between innings,
and teased his coach because he
couldn’t pitch to his“little” strike
zone. And| feltthose same tears

across the U.S. competed in the
event. Eighteen umpires were se-
lected for the tournamnent.Umpire
Assignor Terry Mann stated most of

I Met An Angel At Shortstop

come back when | realized how
littlel had donefor thegamein
view of the “gifts’ | had been
given. | felttotally belittled hav-
ing to complain about thelevel of
ball played at some of these
games, and the poor pay we get
whenumpiring. Suddenly, none
of that really seemed to matter.
When | got home that
night, I hugged my wifeand daugh+
ter, got ready for bed, and did
something | hadn’t doneinyears.
| actualy went to my kneeswhen
| said my prayersrather than just
running through them likeusud.
Suddenly, thosethank you'smean
alot more. | have not turned
down an assgnment based onthe
level of the game or the price
since, and | think it will bealong
timebeforel ever will again.
This letter may not be
much. But, if one person who
readsit, becomesalittlelesscal-
lousintheir attitude toward the
gameandthekidswho play it, or
one parent or coach triesalittle
harder to teach sportsmanship or
thelove of the gamerather than
winning at all costs, thenitwill
have been worth thetimeit took
towriteit. Thank you“Michagl”
or whatever your real nameis.
You may never know how much
youtouched my life, but youdid.
May God bless you and yours
forever. ByRichardF. Tate

Tucson Hosts USA Junior National Tournament

theumpiresassgned wereABUA
members. Heindicated feedback
wasvery positive. Congratstodl|
umpiresselected.
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College World Series Expands To Crew of Eight

TheNCAA Divison| Base-
ball Committee has approved the
expangon of theumpirecrew for its
Men’'sCollegeWorld Series. After
considerable discussion and input
fromNCAA Division| postseason
umpires, thecommitteeincreased the
number of umpiresassigned from
six to eight beginning with the 2003
championship.

The College World Series,
to be played June 13-23in Omaha,
NE, has been expanded from 15 to
possibly 17 games for the 2003
championship. Theadditiond games
arearesult of theexpansionfroma
one-gameplayoff to abest-of-three
seriesfor thenationd title.

“Thechangeinformat was
an issuethecommitteehasdiscussed
for afew yearsso it would have an
impact on our assignments’ said
DaveYeast, NCAA national coor-
dinator of umpires. “ Thecommittee
wassengtivetothetournament length
and number of gamesan umpire

workedinaday. TheCWSwas
theonly championshipwhereits
officidswereaskedtowork more
than onegameinaday. Withthe
intensity of the competition and
physica demandsthat are placed
on our umpires, thecommitteeis
excited about removing some of
thedifficultiesthat past CWSum-
pireshave had to overcome.”
The new structure will
generatetwo additional spotson
the crew each year and eliminate
the need for any umpireto work
two gamesinthesameday. The
NCAA will formtwo crewsthat
will each work one game aday
during thefirst portion of thetour-
nament where two games are
played each day. During the
championship portion of thetour-
nament (best-of-threefinalsfor
the national championship), the
NCAA will usesx umpiresonthe
fieddfor eachgame.
Thecommitteedevel oped
fiveoptionsfor the possible ex-
pansion of thecrew and then sur-
veyed former CWS umpires to
solicit their advice and input.
Whilethe survey did not provide

aclear mandate on one proposd, it did
point out the need for some changeto
the crew structure. Thetwomajor is-
suesidentified by therespondentswere
thetimean umpire spendsaway from
hiscareer and family during thetour-
nament, and the doubleheadersduring
thefirst six daysof the CWS. While
the approved new structure does not
eiminaetheoverdl lengthissue, itwas
felt that the doubleheader issue was
moreimportant and that the committee
could reevaluatethe crew structureif
inthefuture, the duration of thetour-
nament becamean obstaclefor umpires
accepting theassignment.

Notification of the CWS as-
signment will continueto be approxi-
mately four weeksbefore the champi-
onship and till will be contingent upon
satisfactory performanceat theregiond
and super regiona tournaments.

SadYeas, “Whiletherewere
other viableoptions, | feel thisisthe
best solution for now and | appreciate
the committee’ scontinued concernfor
thewell being of our officials. | am
always excited about getting more
umpiresinvolvedin the championship
andthisisagreat changefor college
baseba |l umpires.”




Page (5) Volume5, Issue4

World Junior Championships - A Rich Experience for ABUA Umpire
Fa Y Thispast August, the ABUA and USA Baseball selected meto umpire and repre-
Cﬁ' J sent the U. S. at the World Junior Baseball Championships outside of Montreal. When
-_1_-_|I'~|"-af’ | arrived, the organizing committee waswaiting with my nameon aplacard. Eric Campbell
@ f.'{ from USA Baseball was there as well, double- checking to see that | was met at the
- ’J airport and had transportation. At the airport, | met up with four Canadian umpires, and
"a *t‘,“,-ll‘" ¥ ~ Wweeventually were driven to Sherbrooke, about two hours away.
There were 21 umpires at the championship, representing the 12 countriesin the
E A E E B A I_ I_ competition. Each of the countries had one representative, while the host country,
Canada, had 10 umpires. All the IBAF officialsfor the games attended the pretournament
umpire meeting. Theserepresentativeswerefrom Cuba, Italy, Sweden, Canadaand probably afew more | missed. Communicat-
ing with all theumpireswasabit tricky. The Italian representative and Brazilian umpirestranslated into Spanish and Italian. This
left only the Chinese Taipei and Korean umpires without any real tranglation. | believe that amost everyone else had afairly
good understanding of what was communicated.

The opening day gamewasat 1 p.m. The bus showed up for the umpiresat 12:20 p.m., with nearly a30-minute commute
to the stadium. Thankfully, the umpires already had |eft for the gamein alocal van. Transportation was an issue early on and
continued throughout. Luckily, several Canadian umpires had vansto helpin apinch. | worked over half of the Canadian team’s
games. Since no umpire was allowed to work any gamein which his country’steam played, all Canadian games eliminated 10
umpires. It also meant that the umpiresin those gamesweretruly aninternational crew. Opening night | worked the platein the
Canadian game with the Panama, Cuban and K orean umpires. Our pregame at the hotel consisted of about 20 pages of diagrams
and very broken Spanish on my part. During the game we had several coverages, and they were all covered well. Early in the
gameit was obvious my fellow umpiresand | were al on the same page!

The gameswere aconglomeration of 10-run-rule games and others decided by walk-off homeruns. Some of the games
were quiet and uninspired, while otherswereintense and hotly contested. All the gameswith the better teamswere good games
towork. Theteamscameto play! Thefanswere fun to watch and hear. Koreaand the Chinese Tai pei teams came ready to cheer!
They brought flagsto wave and shirtsto wear, al with their country emblems. The fanswere spurred on by ahead cheerleader
who started the cheer and then waved alarge flag while running back and forth in front of hisfans. The Panamaand Venezuela
fans had a party! They brought bongos and other percussion instruments and chanted and sang to cheer for their team. One
umpire remarked that the fans might not know the score, but what a party they threw! | was impressed by the national pride
shown before the games, during the anthems and exchanging of gifts among players and coaches. After that it was“ play ball.”

Fabrizio Chirici, an Italian umpirewho attended theABUA Training Camp for Eliteltalian Umpiresin Floridalast March,
asked if | knew Dave Yeast. He spoke highly of the ABUA camp and remarked how much the Italian umpiresimproved after the
camp. With only one exception, the umpires all came to the tournament to work and learn from their compatriots. The bond of
umpires transcends nationalities. All the umpires traded stories and worked hard to perform smoothly with their on-field
partners. M echanicsfrom nation to nation are very similar, with some minor differences. M eeting and working with theforeign
umpireswasavery rich experience. The excitement of teams playing for their countrieswasinspiring. | thank all thosewho were
responsible for my assignment! By Warren Bumpus

Hall of Fame (continued from page 2)

thelast 10 years. In hisrole astournament manager, Spry has supervised and taken care of umpiresfor years. But
through al the career changes, Spry has kept his baseball scorebook and the umpire's best friend, his rule book,
close at hand. Spry will be the first to admit that the job of a scorekeeper and that of an umpire are very similar,
especialy when there's controversy. Lou recallsa CWS play where a pitcher was working on ano-hitter, only to
have a close relay from the first baseman to the pitcher covering the base explode into a whacker at the bag.
Although, the batter-runner was ruled safe on the play, it was Spry’s ruling that carried the most impact. If the
runner beat thethrow, it wasahit; no-hitter ruined. If Spry ruled an error, the runner would still be safe, along with
the pitcher’'s no-no. Spry ruled the play a hit and controversy ensued. Only the pitcher’s own admission, in a
postgame news conference, got Spry off the hook. “The pitcher thought it was a hit as well,” recalled the vindi-
cated Spry. And of Spry’s personal philosophy of scoring? It’'s soundslike an umpiretalking. “You scorethe play
asyou seeit,” heexplains. “Thedignity of the position is not worth morethan being right.” Asfar asbeing right is
concerned, how would you score that play involving the left fielder and the fan? Check your answer with the
official scorer on the play. “Credit the batter with a two-base hit and an RBI. The left fielder is charged with a
throwing error.” By Dan Weikle
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USA Baseball Update

ABUA Umpire Selected for First-Ever World University Championships

Overlookingthe Mediterra-
nean Seaon theisland of Sicily with
beautiful weather and picturesque
mountains on a baseball field that
mirrors many NCAA Division |
fieldsisnot the normwhen it comes
to umpiring. However, during the
period of August 2-13, 2002,
Messing, Italy, on theisland of Sic-
ily, was host to the first ever World
University Baseball Championships.

Italy provided an additional
nine umpiresto round out the crew.
Italy was atremendous host for the
event. From the time umpires and
teamsarrived, they were showered
with red carpet treatment, giftsand
all the pomp and circumstancesnor-
mally associated with an Olympic
event. The umpires stayed in a
five-star hotel in downtown
Messina.

Other highlights of thetour-
nament were the Opening and Clos-
ing Ceremonies, which left attend-
eesawestruck. The Ceremoniesfea
tured parades, bands, teams and
umpires carrying flags, thelighting
of the Gamestorch, balloons, white
dovesflying and eventheltalian Ex-
pert Paratrooping Team. Crowdsfor
thetournament were mixed, but when
Italy played or when the medal

Sponsored by the Interna-
tional Baseball Federation
(IBAF), the country of Italy,
the city of Messina and nu- yr
merous local businesses, the &
event featured teams and

current college playersfrom
around the world. Interna-

* ***

OWORLD

rounds began, attendance
reached several thousand.
There were many games that
gaveyou thefeeling you were

UNIVERSITY at an NCAA regional or U.S.
BASEBALL championship.

Watchi bit
CHMPIONSH Ip from aroun?i fhel\?v?)rlgr dilsp(le;;

tional powers like Cuba, the
United States, Japan and Chinese-
Taipei were in attendance. Also,
very competitive teams from Italy,
Korea, Chinaand Canadamadetheir
mark in the tournament. Rounding
out thefield were newcomerson the
international scene, Czech Republic
and France, who provided a specia
flavor of sportsmanship to the tour-
nament.

Eighteen umpiresor arbiters,
as they are referred to internation-
aly, were selected from the partici-
pating countries. One umpire was
selected from each country with the
exception of Canada because their
representative had to cancel at the
last moment. Selected as the U.S.
umpiring representativewasNCAA
umpire John Kleisfrom Lovettsville,
VA. Kleis stated, “It was aonce-in-
alifetimeopportunity toumpirewith
quality people from all over the
world. The friendships we devel-
oped and the comaraderie we shared
made for an incredible experience.
| want to thank the ABUA and USA
Baseball for the chanceto represent
the U.S. in thisfirst-time event.”

Very tasteful Italian full
course mealswith all thetrimmings
were adaily ritual. It was not un-
common to see the hosting Italian
arbiterstoasting aglass of winedur-
ing mealtimes in honor of an
umpire' sperformanceor just to cel-
ebrate the camaraderie the men in
blue felt for each other. Although
the umpires spoke different lan-
guages, there were no communica-
tion gapswhen it cameto umpiring
or having fun. Infact, the umpires
developed aspecial bond with each
other sharing gifts, umpire stories
and personal stories of their fami-
lies back home. Although the on-
field experiences were priceless,
the off time in the hotel and site-
seeing together are what many will
remember most. The umpires spent
time together on the beautiful
beaches of Sicily, took motorcycle
rides and toured the towns, visited
Mount Etna (Sicily volcano), and
viewed the churchesand many Ital-
ian/Greek ruins. Everyonetook lots
of picturesto take back home with
them to remember the event.

their talents and mechanics
wasathrill for all theumpires. Their
game preparation and dedication to
the profession seemed standard, re-
gardless of what country they were
from. Some of the umpires were
even given nicknames. One in par-
ticular was " Baby Blue,” Alexandre
M akouchetchev, a 20-year old arbi-
ter from France who seemed to al-
waysliven-up theroom wherever he
was. Asthenicknamerefers, hewas
relatively new to the international
umpiring scene, but his passion and
determination for thegamewere as-
pects all of the umpires admired.
Team USA played very well
during the tournament. They came
away withthesilver medd, losing out
to Cubainthefinals, 6-0. They faced
astellar pitching performance by the
Cuban hurler who handcuffed the
Americans to just seven hits. The
Cubans gave the U.S. their only
losses in the tournament. Japan took
the bronze by defeating Chinese-
Taipei, 5-0. Next years World Uni-
versity Championship will be hosted
by Chinese-Taipei.
By Melany Kleis




