AMATEUR BASEBALL UMPIRES ASSOCIATION,

The right call

ABUA Passes 1000- Menber

On June 26, 2001, theABUA reached
anhistoric milestone asindividua mem-
bershipspassed the 1,000 member mark
for thefirst timeintheorganization'shis-
tory. Ted Breidenthal, executivedirec-
tor, called themembership attainment “a
significant day for the ABUA.”
Breidenthal continued, “Passing the
1,000-member mark presentstheABUA
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with significant opportunitiesinthecom-
ing year. We planto help develop more
amateur umpiresthan ever before.” The
ABUA wouldliketothank al it'smem-
bersfor the continued support you have
shown usthrough this period. We look
forward to along and continuing relation-
ship with amateur umpiresthroughout the
world.

G Fane Nom nati on

For m Now Bei ng Accept ed

TheABUA currently isaccepting Hall
of Fame nominations from members.
Theinducteestothe ABUA Hall of Fame
have been recognized for their contribu-
tionsand successinamateur basebdl. To
date, the ABUA has recognized 16

former umpires’administratorsfor their on-
and off-the-field accomplishments. To
nominate someoneto theABUA Hall of
Fame, please completetheforminserted
ingdethisnewdetter. Deadlinefor nomi-
nationsis September 15, 2001.

ABUA Sets Future Canp Schedul e

TheABUA isexcited to announcefive
umpirecampsfor theremainder of 2001.
Camplocationsinclude: St. Louis, MO;
West Palm Beach, FL; Phoenix, AZ;
Houston, TX andMurray, KY. These

camps are an excellent opportunity for
amateur umpiresand ABUA membersto
honetheir skills. Thesecampswill offer
umpires instructional presentations,
cagework, videosand live-gamefeed-

ABUA 2001 Umpire

ABUA &. Louis Camp
Date: September 21-23, 2001

Site. St. Louis, MO
Cost: $200 ABUA Members/$250 Non-members

ABUA South Florida Camp
Date: September 28-30, 2001

Site: West Palm Beach, FL
Cost: $200 ABUA Members/$250 Non-members

ABUA Houston Camp
Date: October 12-14, 2001

Site: Houston, TX
Cost: $200 ABUA Members/$250 Non-members

Camps

ABUA Southeast Camp
Date: October 12-14, 2001

Site: Morehead State University
Cost: $175 ABUA Members/$200 Non-members.
Contact Chuck Barnett at 502-291-5758.

ABUA Phoeniz Camp
Date: November 2-4,2001

Site:  Phoenix, AZ Peoria Sports Complex
Cost: $200 ABUA Members/$250 Non-members

To register for any ABUA Camp, go to our

website: www.umpire.org, call Bill Davis at
314-960-4761 or Dan Weikle at 303-469-4868.
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Send forms to Ted
Breidenthal, ABUA, 9227
England, Overland Park, KS
66212. Please help the
ABUA recognizeour expert
umpires/administrators.

back. TheABUA curriculum
isdesigned toimproveand
professonaizeumpire’ sta-
ents. Theclassroomingtruc-
tionand on-field eval uations
aredesigned to providethe
best camp scenario to de-
velop your skills. ABUA
campingructorswill include
top NCAA and high school
umpires as well as severa
current and former profes-
siona umpires. Pleasenote
the camp dates, locations,
costsand contactsincluded
in the box at the left. Call
andsignupnow for your next
ABUA camptoday!!!
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ABUA Hall of Fame
Cossey "Caught” It All

Doug Cossey was afirst-year umpirein
1956, but he had been working behind the
plate for at least half a lifetime. Doug
Cossey was a catcher, and agood one. In
1955, he was invited to spring training
with the Dodgers after a seven-year stint
in the White Sox organization. So, as a
blue-suited neophyte, you couldn't really
call him arookie, because as Cossey puts
it, "1 umpired every game | caught.”

Experience was the
best teacher, and
Cossey was proof posi-
tiveof themaxim, work-
ing college gamesfresh
off the farm. He broke
inwith Notre Damevs.
Michigan as the plate
umpire. "l could only
work the plate," re- |
called Cossey drawing
fromhismany yearsas
aplayer. "l didn't know
what the base umpire

Cossey seemed to thrive on these
types of challenges as his career pro-
gressed. Cossey's biggest games came
during the 1984 ML B umpirestrikewhen
he was named crew chief to umpire
gamesat Detroit's Tiger Stadium. "It was
a challenge of a lifetime," Cossey re-
called, but like most umpires his most
memorable game was also his quickest.
At the 1977 College World Series,
Cossey drew Arizona
State against South
Carolina. "ltwasal:35
2-1 game." “It would
be tough to get one of
those today in
Omaha.” Hewas also
the crew chief for the
Bronze Medal gameat
the 1984 Olympicsand
later was sent to Aus-
traliaby USA Baseball
following in the foot-
steps of his partner of

did." His partner that twenty years, and dear
first day, not short on friend, the late Tom
experience, wasretired Ravishiere. “Rav
major leaguer George Doug Cossey could do it all on the
Soloman. o Hall of Fame fidd.”

From a beginning Today, at age 71,

that would have alesser ump's head under
water, Cossey began acareer that saw him
work baseball in the premier collegiate
leaguesin the Midwest, namely theBig 10
and Mid-America Conferences. He
worked 32 NCAA Regional Tournaments
and handled the College World Series
seven times. He literally set the standard
for others to follow and even mentored
the current Big 10, C-USA and MAC su-
pervisor, Rich Fetchiet. Cossey recalled a
disagreement with his young protégé,
whichfacilitated anin-between gamesrule
book examination where Fetchiet scoured
thebook trying to end adisagreement with
his partner. Although Cossey couldn't re-
call theexact rulein question, he did re-
member onething. "l wasright, although
Fetch might not say so."

Reminder: Sendall ABUA
cor respondenceto PO Box 99482
Louisville, KY 40269-0482

Cossey is till working in the game of
baseball. After serving as an assistant
baseball coach at Michigan State from
1991-96, heisstill at the university han-
dling game management duties and get-
ting to see umpires. “1 see some of the
young guys umpiring and feel proud to
know | helped pave the way for them.”
And pave the way he has...ne wasin-
ducted into the Eastern Michigan Hall
of Fame, where heplayed collegiately, in
1986. Last year, Cossey was inducted
intotheABUA Hall of Famefor hiscon-
tributionsto amateur baseball umpiring.
“The opportunity to spend anight gath-
ered with agroup of legendary umpires
and beintheir company isa thrill I will
cherish forever!!”
By Dan Weikle

VISTOURWEBSITE
WWW.umpire.or
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PregameLine Up

Remembering/Forgetting My First Game

OK, soit’smy first year of um-
piring baseball. | have two sea
sonsworth of gamefeesinvested
in equipment and uniforms. |
walk around the house calling
roaches* Safel” or “Out!”, and
stop my wifewhen shetriesto
move a pan off the stove —
“BALK!” My family thinksl
am certifiably insane. My first
gameinbluewasaJV Baseball
gameand | calledthe2nd game
by mysdlf. | anfortunateenough
tobelivinginasmal community
where no one takes anything or
anyonetoo serioudly, especialy
umpiring. | roseat 5:30 am. to
travel tomy very first preseason
tourney (10, 12, and 14-year-
olds). | arrived to discover my
partner had attended a Major
L eague Baseba | Umpire Schooal.

Greg (my partner) isavery good guy.
HecalsNCAA Division| basebal and
high school. But | knew | wasin some
real troublewhen hecalled metothe
sdefor our pregamemeetingand said,
“Scott, | don’'t careif you'recallinga
littleleaguet-ball game, cdl itlikeit's
the 7th game of the World Series.” |
took the basesfor game one and that
iswhen my education began. Greg
“moved” me around almost every
pitch andthemorehemoved me, the
morenervous| got. | had lost every
ounceof sensebetween“Pay Bdl” and
“SCOTT —OTHER SIDE! MOVE
OVER!” Bythe7thinning, | wanted
to crawl into my equipment bag and
havemy wifeplop itintheunderbelly
of aGreyhound busgoing anywhere/
out of here. Thiswasdefinitely anum-
pireinitiationlesson. Theningame
two, | feltlikethrowing up.

Gregtold meevery inningwhat |
was doing wrong. Over and over
agan, | told mysdf, just don’t throw
uponthecatcher. Thengamethree
of the day took a new turn. Greg
had |eft and | waspaired with aguy
who also coaches—I had thedish
again, despitemy valiant effortsto
get out of it. And | did something
elseevenmoreodd—1 RELAXED.
Yeah, | missed somecdls, but | was
onmy way. | learned alot from
thosefirst two gamesinmy version
of “TheBig Show.” Thereisafine
linebetweenlearningfromaproand
scrambling to please one. We are
therefor the playersand to makeit
fun. Stay cam, pause between
pitches, and remember how cleanly
youmadethat onecdl at homewhen
theroachtriedtodideunder thetrim
molding. By Scott Watkins

From The Desk Of The Executive Director

I"dliketokick off thiscolumn
withaquestionthat hascaught my
interest over theyears. Areum-
pires, asagroup, motivated to get
better and improve? | mean, do
umpires REALLY want to get
better? Or areumpiresmorein-
clinedtojust get by on God-given
ability and judgment?

If the answer is“yes,” that
most umpiresdo want to get bet-
ter, how best doyouimproveyour
skills? My answer to that ques-
tionisannual, on-going, educa
tional campsor clinics. That's
wheretheABUA comesintoplay.

TheABUA'smissonis“toim-
provetheoverdl qudity of offici-
ating throughout amateur baseball,

andtoprovideanationa organization
under whichlocal associationsandin-
dividua umpirescan promote profes-
sionalism, integrity and alovefor the
game of baseball.” We have an ag-
gressiveplanto act uponthismission,
and it’sright around the corner.
TheABUA will conduct fiveinten-
sve, three-day campsacrossthe coun-
try thisfall for high school and college
umpireswho aspireto become better.
Thecampswill beheld September 21-
23in St. Louis; September 28-301in
West Palm Beach, Florida; October
12-14intwolocations: Houston, TX
and Morehead State University, KY;
and November 9-11 in Phoenix. |
highly recommend that you take ad-
vantageof thisincrediblelearning op-

portunity and attend one of these
camps. AsanABUA member, one
of the greatest benefitsisthe 20 per-
cent discount to all campsand clin-
ics. Not only does this save you
money but you get exposed to some
of the best instructorsin the coun-
try. Theinstructorswho will staff
ABUA campstruly are“teachers.”
They takethisroleserioudy and will
dowhatever it takesto help you be-

comeabetter umpire. _
Please check out www.umpire.org

frequently in the next few months,
aswewill post all thelatest infor-
mationfor al fivecamps. I'msure
you will becomeamuch better um-
pireby attending oneof theABUA's
fal camps.
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USA Baseball Updates

ABUA Fi nal i zes 2001 Sunmer
USA Schedul e

With USA Baseball now in full swing,
the ABUA is now finalizing its umpire
schedulefor thisyear. TheNational USA
Teamisinthemiddleof its30-game sum-
mer swing, which includesaseriesin Ja

" pan and Alaska along with other game
sitesaround the US. Terry Mann, ABUA/
USA Umpire Assignor has been work-

ing with many local assignorsin putting together thisyear’s Nationa Team
umpire schedule. “The ABUA was able to secure several exclusive
game assignments on the east coast with games against Taiwan in the
latter part of July. In addition, a number of other National games in the
midwest include some of our ABUA umpires from respective local areas
where the games are being held.”

Additional USA Baseball assignmentsinclude: David Rogersfrom Hous-
ton, TX, will travel to VeraCruz, Mexico, to umpirethe USA 15-16 year
old Olympic Festival August 1-13, 2001. Also, a number of ABUA um-
pireswereinvolvedin umpiring the USA Junior Olympic Baseball Cham-
pionships East (15-16 year olds) in Jupiter, Florida. Finally, Tucson, AZ,
hosted the USA Junior Olympic Baseball ChampionshipsWest July 23-30,
2001. Severa ABUA umpires were selected to umpire this tournament.
The ABUA will work with USA Baseball to increase future umpiring
opportunities.

BASEBALL

CBUA/USSSA
Eval Camp Marks

Success

A total of 24 prospective college
umpires participated in the June
evaluation camp held in Chelsea,
MI, cosponsored by the United
States Speciaty SportsAssociation
(USSSA) and the Collegiate Base-
ball UmpiresAssociation (CBUA).
Each umpireworked plate and base
assignments. Umpiresreceivedin-
ning-by-inning instruction from
camp evaluators Perry Costello,
Bob Cox, Rich Fetchiet, Duane
Owens, Andy Rieman and Dick
Runchey. Crew instructions also
took place and each umpire re-
ceived valuable input from the
evaluatorsthroughout their assign-
ments. Written evaluations were
mailed to the campers after the
tournament and will be forwarded
to assignors at the request of the
individual umpires. Said Fetchiet,
"A couple of the umpires proved
they'reready for Division | consid-
eration and others enhanced their
chancesfor more gamesat thejun-
ior- and small-collegelevels. A few
of them confirmed they may best
be suited for high school baseball.
For a first attempt at a camp like
this, weconsidered it very success-
ful. We hope to offer asimilar ex-
perience for interested umpires
again next summer."

ABUA uniformsavailableexclusively
Honig's

1-800-468-3284

a
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In each edition of The right call, an
umpire association will be profiled
to learn what associations are do-
ing to promote professional amateur
umpires. This edition’s profile is the
Avon Grove Umpires Association
(AGUA), Southeastern, PA.

The Avon Grove Umpires Associa
tion (AGUA) in Southeastern Penn-
sylvaniahas, initsfirst year of exist-
ence, assigned umpires for 4 leagues
totaling more than 300 games. Al-
though modest by some standards, this
workload has proven to be plenty for
afirst-year association. AGUA has24
members with varying experience,
from seasoned high school varsity of -
ficialsto first-year rookies. They are
primarily focused on youth league
baseball (ages 13-18), but the first
organization to sign up wasaloca
men’'s “over-30" league.

Meeting for the first time in Janu-
ary 2001, AGUA's founders were
determined to organize a network of

Why Attend An

Everyone -- including me -- seems
to be running an umpire camp these
days. Camps can be beneficial in
termsof learning basic plateand base
mechanics, gamecontrol, and philoso-
phy but | think too many umpires
seethemas"quick fixes' -- asameans
of getting exposed quickly tothe"right
people" and "move up theladder."

The fact is that camps do not af-
ford observers a chanceto decideif
someone can umpire at a particular
level. Primarily, | need to know
whether you have a good sense of
the college strike zone and can main-
tain it for nineinnings, day after
day, week after week; whether you
can anticipate and defusevolatile situ-
ations; and many similar factors |
cannot determine at acamp. Sotake
camps for what they’'re worth, a

umpires who are committed to
continuousimprovement and pro-
moting a professional image of
umpiring. They established guide-
lines for dress and appearance,

training and development goals, a
code of ethics, and recruiting tar-
gets. The ABUA web site and
staff were invaluable sources of
information and assi stance during
AGUA's early days.

AGUA has recruited by work-
ing with alocal Little League or-

Umpire Camp?

way to learn the basics. If you
want to umpire at the amateur
level, | would recommend acamp
geared for amateurs, not pros.
There are too many differences
between the pro and amateur
gameto makepro campsthe best
bet for aspiring amateurs.

Just today afriend who attended
my Lone Star camp and is work-
ing his second year of collegeball
asked if | thought he should attend
a pro camp to improve his "skill
set.” | told him | thought histime
and money would be better spent
working whatever games and
scrimmages he can find with col-
lege players, for campsare no sub-
stitute for experience, and experi-
ence can only be gained with
time.In 1969, with three years of
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The Bull Pen
ABUA Helps 1st Year Association Start-Up

ganization to identify interested candi-
dates; it also conducts arules and me-
chanicsclinic. AGUA now assignsum-
pires for this organization’'s Junior and
Senior leagues and also volunteers um-
piresto cover some gamesin the 10-12
year old league. The purpose of volun-
teering onthe small fieldisto spread a
professional image of umpires and to
give back to the league in appreciation
for agreeing to hire AGUA in its first
year.

Word has spread quickly about
AGUA's existence. Each week, it re-
ceives requests to cover games from
leagues other than its core clients.
AGUA will continuerecruiting through
thewinter by advertisinginlocal papers,
offering informational meetingsand clin-
ics. Using materials from ABUA,
NASO, and other sources, the Associa
tion hopesto continue with rapid growth
and gear up to respond to the volume of
game assignments coming its way.

By Steve Sunberg

umpiring under my belt, | worked scrim-
mages at the University of Texas, and
the coach later told me there was no
way hewould have used meat that time
because | had no cluewhat | was doing
on the field. No camp would have
changed the coaches view; only expe-
rience did. By Jon Bible

Certification
Exam Answers
Posted

Theanswerstothe2001 ABUA Cer-
tification exam havebeeninsertedin
this newdetter. Membersareencour-
aged to usethistest asatraining tool
for further development. Please con-
tact Chuck Barnett at 502-291-5758
or cbar10111@aol.com with any
questionsregarding thisyear’sexam.
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ExtraBaseHit!!!

ABUA Offering Riddell Plate Shoe Sale...While Supplies Last

$69.99 for members
$79.99for non-members

Volume4, Issue3

Offer good until 9/1/01 or while supplies last. Getyour pair of
Riddell plate shoes today. Go to www.umpire.org and order on-line
or mail your order to ABUA, P.O. Box 31666, Des Peres, MO
63131.

Umpires have told the ABUA that the Riddell plate shoe is the “per-
fect” shoe for umpiring at any level of amateur baseball. The Riddell
shoe offers comfort, durability and lasting wear for a reasonable
price. Amateur umpires spend a lot of money for equipment and
training. The Riddell plate shoe is the answer to finding a shoe that
lasts for years to come.

All black, full grain leather upper with steel toe cap and steel metatarsal
plate. The black rubber outsoleisattached to the upper and isdesigned for
multi-surfaceuse. Itisflexiblefor your comfort and very durable. Theshoe
also hasaremovable sock liner and arch support for comfort. 1f you have
never had the pleasure of wearing thisshoe, you oweit to yourself. 1f you
woreit inthe past, we know you are glad to haveit back.
Mensizes6-12,13 & 14.




