AMATEUR BASEBALL UMPIRES ASSOCIATION, INC.

Theright call

ABUA HostsEliteltalian Umpires

The ABUA recently concluded its
first international training event as it
hosted 13 umpiresand two supervisors
fromtheltalian Baseball and Softball Fed-
eration (F.1.B.S.) ataMarch 15-23 um-
pirecampin Boynton Beach, FL. The
god wasto help preparetheumpiresfor
their upcoming basebd | seasoninItaly.

ABUA inpulling together thelogigticsfor
thetraining camp.

“Theteaching andlearning that took place
was phenomenal,” said Runchey, a2002
ABUA Hall of Fameinducteeand thelead
clinicianfor thetraining camp. “Theim-
provement theumpiresmadefromthefirst
day tothelast isatestament to how hard

Thetrain- they all
ing camp worked and
featured how much
live-game | they wanted
work; on- tolearnand
fiedInter- improve. It
national trulngsa
Baseball special
Federation week.”

(IBAF) Riccardo
three- and Fraccari,
four-man who is the
mechanics current

training; plate-work demonstrationsand
cagedrills; classroom presentationsand
rulesdiscussions/exams; videotapere-
view; and postgameeval uations.

“The ABUA is honored to have
hosted such afantastic group of umpires
fromtheltaian Basebd | and Softbd| Fed-
erdion,” said Ted Breidentha, ABUA ex-
ecutivedirector. “ Their willingnessto
learn and passiontoimprovetheir skills
enhanced their own professional devel-
opment, whileat thesametimegivingthe
F.I.B.S. higher-skilled and better pre-
pared umpiresfor the upcoming cham-
pionshipseasoninltay.”

Theinstructors for the camp were
Dick Runchey, Plymouth, MI; Dave
Yeast, Frontenac, MO; and Kyle
McNedy, Cincinnati. Alan Zeff, umpire
coordinator for Blue Staffing Baseball

UmpireAssociation, Inc., assisted the

president of theltalian Baseba | and Soft-
ball Federation, wasinstrumenta inorga:
nizing the arrangementsfrom Italy and
making thecamp areality. Fraccari ini-
tialy requested thistypeof training camp
inJanuary when hemet with ABUA offi-
cidsinDdlasbeforehisenghrinementinto
the ABUA Hall of Fame. The FI.B.S.
hasindicated adesireto contract with the
ABUA for another training campthisfall.
Thefall campisdesignedto offer Italian
umpiresthe opportunity to work anum-
ber of college basebal gamesintheU.S.

In addition to the intensive training
campthey attended, theumpiresenjoyed
afew South Horidatourist excursons, in-
cludingtripsto Hollywood Beach, a $t.
Louis Cardinalsversus AtlantaBraves
spring training game, and aMiami Hurri-
canes college baseball game in Coral
Gables.
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ABUA Umpires
ToWork Perfect

GameTour ney

ABUA memberswill get
first crack at theumpireas-
sgnmentsfor theprestigious
Perfect Game/Baseball
AmericaWorld Wood Bat
Championship October 25-
28 at Roger Dean Stadium
ComplexinJupiter, FL.

Blue Staffing Baseball
UmpireAssociation, Inc.,in
BoyntonBeach, FL, will as-
sign the umpires for this
championship event.
BSBUA'spolicy istogive
first priority toABUA um-
pires who have demon-
strated ahigh level of aca-
demicand experiential um-
piring ability. Minimum
qudificationsindudepartici-
pationin at least one orga-
nized clinic and experience
umpiring at the high school

vagty levd. Collegiateum-
Continued on page 7
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ABUA Hall of Fame
Keeping Up With“ The Jones’

It's hard to keep an objective ap-
proach when writing about Bob
Jones. So, let mesay beforel begin,
that thisarticlewill not bewrittenwith
theimpersonal third personvoicethat
ismy usual approach. I’ve known
Bob Jonessince 1989, andinthe 13
yearssince, | havegrownto admire
and respect him, first as the finest
umpire supervisor for whom | have
worked, and secondly but most im-
portantly, asan honorable and decent
man who has become a close per-
sonal friend. | interviewed Bob for
thisarticle; but very littleof it will be
inthisarticle. 1 think I’'mjust goingto
writeastory about Bob and Dan.

Bob Jones(right)
with son Bryanat the
2001ABUA Hall of Famedinner

Back in 1989, the NCAA embarked on anew direction to standardize
umpiretraining and evaluation. Headed by Jon Bible and today by Dave
Yeast, the NCAA created the National Umpire Program. Astheadminis-
trator of the Colorado Collegiate Umpire Association, | saw thisas an
opportunity to help some of our umpiresget into the national development
program and perhapsintotheNCAA Divison| regiona tournament. Back
then, Bob wastheregiond evauator for theMidwest, including Colorado.
Hewasinvited by the CCUA to cometo Colorado. | didn’t think hewould
come becausetherewasn’t a lot of baseball being played out here. We
didn’t have muchto offer; Wyoming was our best stop and the Cowboys
had never madeit out of the leaguetournament, let aloneinto aregional.
Colorado State and the U.S. Air Force A cademy rounded out our side of
the Western Athletic Conference. Littledid weknow that 13 yearslater,
only theAir ForceAcademy would survive.

Well, Bob showed up. Hestayed for four days. By thetimeheleft, he
had seenthe best we had to offer. After heleft, | received athank-you note
and the promise hewould work to hel p us out because hethought severd of
our guysdeserved ashot. Inhisnote, hesaiddl theusual thingsthat most
of thetime add up to alot of empty promises. He said hewould liketo
comeback, but | figured | would never hear fromhimagain. Sincethen, he
has comeback every year andisafeatured clinician at theMileHigh Ad-
vanced Umpire Clinic that is currently in its 10" year and is one of the
longest running national clinicsintheWesternregion. Asfor the*empty”
promiseto hel p the Colorado umpires? Five Colorado umpires have been
selectedtowork NCAA Divisionl regionals.  Continued on page 6
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TAX TIPSFOR UMPIRES

| have been asked about the
method of handling different umpire
pay situations on afederal tax return
many times during my 23-year umpir-
ing career. Of coursethat’safter years
of people not talking to me at all be-
causel workedfor theIRS. ThelRSis
not interested in the little amount of
money made by amateur umpireseach
year. After you take all the expenses
you're entitled to, you probably
would have a loss or very little net
incomewith which to pay taxes.

The first thing umpires have to
know isthat you are a subcontractor,
which means you are not under the
control of oneemployer asfar asyour
hours of work, etc. Another item of
interest is that you are a sole propri-
etor, which means you are the sole
owner of your business. Becauseyou
are a sole proprietor, your umpiring
incomeisreported onaSchedule“C,”
which is just an attachment to your
Form 1040.

Going down a Schedule C:
Line “F” — Accounting
method is “cash”

Line“G” — Did you materi-
ally participatein the business? Must
be Yes

Lines1,3,5and 7 shouldre-

flect thetotal amount (before

any expenses) of umpiring
income.

Now let’s cover some expensesthat
can be taken to offset your umpiring
income on Schedule C:

¢ Car and Truck Expense—This

would beyour mileage (34.5 cents per
milethisyear) to and from aballgame
or any other mileage associated with
umpiring. This would include:
Mileage driven to evaluate another
umpirefor asupervisor;

Additional mileage while out-of-town
umpiring on aweekend (e.g., meals,
travel to and from the hotel); and
Difference between what you are paid
by a conference and 34.5 cents

Note: Only themileagefrom your first
job to the second job is deductible, so
your mileage aways should be from
your first to second job. If you have
an office in your home, regardless of
the size, then the mileageisdeductible
from hometo umpiring.

This should be your biggest ex-
pense on the return and may wipe out
all of yourincome. Makesureyou have
records just in case. If you ever are
questioned (audited) and have to pro-
duce documentation, make sure the
book that you have your mileage in
was not printed in ayear later than the
mileage that you have in the book.

Commissions—Everyone paysacom-
mission to the local assignor and dues
to thelocal group.

| nsurance—Any insurance premiums
you pay for umpiring (ABUA, asso-
ciation dues, Referee Magazine, etc.)

Office Expense—If you havean office
in home (regardless of size), you can
deduct part of your mortgage, insur-
ance, telephone, computer (Internet
service provider), electric and gashill.
Note: The internet monthly fee can
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be deducted without officein home
becausevirtualy dl umpiresarenow
required to have an e-mail address.

¢ Trave, mealsand entertainment —
If you spend out of your pocket for
mealswhile out of town, that is de-
ductible. The difference between
what the conference gives you and
what you actually spend is deduct-
ible. If youtake someoneout todin-
ner and it relates to umpiring, it is
deductible.

¢ Other Expense — Other expenses
that can be deducted are:

¢ Uniformsand Equipment

¢ Cleaningand Maintenanceof Uni-
forms

¢ Cdl PhoneBill or Car Phone

¢ Part of your telephoneat home
¢+ Publications

Hereareafew RS publicationsthat might
interest you:
Pub. 1542 — Per Diem Rates
Pub. 535—Business Expenses
Pub. 533 — Sdf-Employment Tax
Pub. 334 —Tax Guidefor Small
Business
Pub. 463 -Travel, Entertain-
ment, Gift and Car
Expenses
Pub. 587 —BusinessUseof Your
Home
Note: Doyourself afavor -- purchase
TurboTax and put it on your computer.
Itisworth themoney and will walk you
through the preparation processasif
you weredittingin front of apreparer.

By Ray Gregson Jr.

ABUA uniformsavailableexclusively at

Honig's 1-800-468-3284
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ABUA Bullpen

The ABUA web site,
www.umpire.org, offers membersthe
opportunity to discuss various um-
piretopics. Below are some excerpts
fromthe site. Taketimeto goto our
siteand shareyour experienceswith

other umpires.

Bad Habits- In this column,
readers comment on bad
habits umpires have devel-
oped.

Umpireswho ask catchershow
they are doing on balls and
grikes. Morethan oncel’ vehad
evenNCAA Divison| umpires
tell methat aroundtheeighthin-
ning they asked the catchershow
many pitchesthey had missed
and weretold noneor oneor two
and thus concluded that they had
had a helluvaday. Inthe law
thereisthe* captive audience’
concept; as applied here, the
catcher is a captive audience.
Just exactly what does one ex-
pect that acatcher isgoingto say
when the plate umpire quizzes
him about thestrikezone?" Geez,
blue, you've really butchered
thingstoday” ?Not likely. If you
want to know what kind of day
you had, ask your partner, or if
youdon'ttrust him, doyour own
objective self-analysis. (Deep
down inside most of us know
whether we were good, OK or
sucked.) But for God's sake
don't ask a20-year-old kidwho
haslittle or no realistic option
other thanto (possibly) feedyou
alineof crap. JonBible

In our pregame at the cars, | am
changing and talking about fly-ball
coverage, my partner is catching a
smoke, not paying attention and al-
ready dressed, because he showed
up that way. White socks and mesh
hat look good. | say wewill work the
V for fly ball coverage, hesaysyeah,
| have been umpiring for 25 years.

VISITOURWEBSITE

www.umpire.org

Gamesituation, no runners, shallow
fly toleft center, ball iscaught ona
run by left fielder. Heis sprinting
acrossthediamondyeling, caich, yes
batter’s out. Same game, ball hit to
right, no one on, he sprintsinto the
infield, then signalsno catch. Same
game, heisintheB, perfectly square
tofirst basemen, like heissittingon
thethrone. Ball hit down third base
ling, left fidlder nabsitinfoul territory,
| say nothing and giveavery subtle
out signal. Heison theline scream-
ing, “ Batterisout.” After theinning,
hesays, withdl seriousness, “I picked
you up onthat one, you need to make
surethey knew therewasanout.” OK
partner, thanks. Anonymous

What | seethat drivesmennutsisa
guy who hasto catch up onthe news
from both first base coachesevery in-

ning! | haveseentwo umps so en-
gaged in conversationthat thecatcher
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From the ABUA Web Site - www.umpire.org

had to come over and tap them
on the shoulder to get theinning
started! Richard Siegel

| believeitisOK for thebaseum-
pire to sometimes chat with the
first base coach. Also, | chat with
my partner betweeninningsmaybe
two or threetimesagame. | am
not out thereto bea* Dirty Harry.”
An umpire does not need to be
stoned faced and isolated. | um-
pire to help kids and have fun.
However, if anumpireiscongantly
talking to people, then| could see
that asaproblem. Anonymous

Other Bad Habits

1. BU using indicator to keep
count and outs. AsPU, that’smy
job. If I screw it up, I'll take the
heat. 2.BU visbly eatingwhilein
B or C position during live-ball
Stuaions. 3. Partner pulling hisjer-
sey and/or pantsout of a gym bag
while not concerned about the
wrinkles. 4. Partner showing up
two minutesbeforegametimefor
avarsty HSgame, not leavingtime
for you to do a pregame, then
screwingupfly-ball coverage to
outfield. 5. Partner showsup 10
minutesbeforegametimefor acol-
lege game and first words out of
hismouth are, “ So, how long have
you been umping?’ Next words
fromhismouthare, “ Thisgameis
going to suck; | don’t want to be
here, and | would haveturned it
back but | needthemoney.” Chris
Winn
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In each edition of The right call,
an umpire association will be
profiled to learn what associa-
tions are doing to promote pro-
fessional amateur umpires. This
edition’s profile is the Lincoln,
Nebraska ABUA (LABUA).

The Lincoln, NE, ABUA
(LABUA) wasfoundedinthefall of
2000 by JmGuilliatt and ChrisJones.
Two additiona board members, Dan
Fischer and Aaron Hoeft, werevoted
inthisyear. Injust two years, the
LABUA hasgrownto over 65 um-
pires, most of whom areindividual
ABUA members. Thisgroup of um-
pires works mostly Little League,
USSSA, American Legionand Adult

baseball games.
Last year, theLABUA washon-

oredtowork severd Nationa Quali-
fying USSSA tournamentsand the
USSSA State Finalsin Nebraska
LABUA umpiresworked over 4,000
gamesin 2001. Thisyear, severa
out-of -state tournaments have been
added to the schedule, along with
threeAmerican Legion district tour-
naments. The group plansto send

Association Rofile

umpiresto the USSSA regional
tournaments and World Series
thissummer inKansasCity. The
LABUA encouragesdl itsmem-
bersto give back to the baseball

AMATEUR BASEBALL

community. “It’sreally great to
seealargegroup of our umpires
attend several different
fundraisers that these baseball
teamshost,” said Guilliatt. “At-
tending these variousfunctions
allowsour association achance
to give back to the same groups
that weumpirefor al spring and
ummer.”

In order to reducethefinan-
cia demandsfor umpiredues, the

USA BASEBALL UPDATE

USA Baseball recently announced that it will conduct the 2002 USA Junior Olympic Baseball Champion-
ships(East & West) s multaneoudy June 21-29 in Jupiter, FL, and Tucson, AZ. Overall, 120 teamswill partici-
pate in the championship event, with 56 teams competing in the East section and 64 teams playing in the West

section.
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LABUA hosted auniquefundraising
event thisyear. Theassociation’sum-
piresspent two hourscleaningtheLin-
coln Ice Box Arena after a Lincoln
SarsUSHL hockey game. Themoney
earned covered 80 percent of each
umpireé SABUA individud membership
dues. Said Guilliatt, “We reabig be-
lieverintheABUA andfed it'simpor-
tant for our membersto beindividua
members. With all the other duesand
certification feesour umpireshaveto
pay, thisisagrest way to hel p thecom-
munity, aswell ashel p our umpiresoff-

set their duesand fees.”
In early February, the LABUA

hosted itsfirst ABUA Winter Umpires
Clinic. Over 45 umpires from Ne-
braska, Missouri and Michigan at-
tended the event, whichincluded cage
work and on-field mechanicsinstruc-
tion at the University of Nebraska's
Cook Pavilion. TheABUA ingtructors
included Dick Runchey, Bill Davis, Bob
Jonesand Kyle McNesly.

For more information about the
LABUA, contact Jim Guilliatt at 402/
325-9560. By Jim Guilliatt

For the second consecutiveyear, Blue Staffing Baseba | UmpireAssociation, Inc., hascontracted with

USA Baseball to assign theumpiresfor the East championship at Roger Dean Stadium Complex in Jupiter, FL.
Roger DeanistheMagor League spring training sitefor the St. Louis Cardinalsand theMontreal Expos

Continued on page 7
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Keeping Up With “The Jones’... continued from p. 2

What | realized about Bob
Jones, and what | most respect
about him, isthat in this day of
graceful but suspiciouspromises,
Bobisaman of hisword. If he
saysit, heisgoingtodoit. He
worked to bring aColorado crew
intothe Big 12 Conference. Even
though theUniversgity of Colorado
waswithout abaseball team, he
feltitwashisduty asaleaguesu-
pervisor to get the best umpires
he could. | wasfortunate to be
one of the umpireson the crew,
adongwithRay BefioreandKeith
Bailey. Ray has worked three
regionals, Keithison number
eight and was named assistant
crew chief for hislast regional.
Both, indeed, are Colorado’s
best. Bob hel ped get them there.

What istruly impressive about
Bobisthat thisstory isjust not a
“Colorado” story. Umpiresin
Kansas, Nebraska and Okla-
homacantell thesamestory. Bob
has made a career out of reach-
ing out for umpiresand helpingto
develop them. Chancesarethat
if thereisanumpireclinicinthe
Midwest, Bob Jonesisthere. If
there is a tournament in Okla-
homa, Bobisthere. “It'spart of
the job description,” Jones ex-
plains. “I pridemysalf in know-
ing my umpires.” But for Jones,
knowing hisumpiresgoesfar be-
yond the diamond. “ Good um-
piresand good people’ ishow
Joneslooksat hisstaff. “You' ve
gotto know what the guysare
made of; how important it isto

them,” Jonesexplains. Hesetshisstan-
dardshigh andisnot afraid to enforce
astrict code of conduct. In hisduties
ascoordinator of umpiresfor theBig
12 and Missouri Valey, headmits, “I’' ve
dismissed asmany peoplefor off-the-
field problemsasonthefied.”

Onthefield, Jonesisaclear-eyed
judge of umpires. The Colorado crew
got adose of Jones acouple of years
ago after aseriesat Missouri. AsJones
often does, he appeared, unannounced,
intheumpireroom after thefinal day,
yellow lega padinhand. What ensued
wasathorough, microscopic, Six-page
critique of the crew. After the Jones
Hour wasup, Keith Bailey had theclas-
scfarewd| satement. “Well Bob, we'd
liketothank youfor theasschewing!!”
Sadinahumoroustone, Balley summed
up the connection Jones haswith his
umpires. Yes, hecanbeatough evau-
ator, but hiscritiquesaredoneinare-
Spectful fashion despite Jones' direct and
blunt gpproach. Hisfina statement to
thecrew? “I want thesethingschanged
before | seeyou again.” And where
would Bailey and Belfiorerun across
Jonesagain? Bothweregoing to Divi-
sion| regionals, Bailey to Miami and
Befioreto Stanford. Of hispostgame
visits Jones explains, “Guys need to
know how importantitis; accepting criti-
cismand gpplyingit. Wecanshow guys
what to do, but if they can’t makethe
switch...”

How did Jonesmakethe switchfrom
a 30-year-old little league umpire in
1978 to arespected member of the
Big 8 staff who recorded 122 consecu-
tive conferenceand tournament games?
“Beingintheright spot a therighttime”

ishow he explainsit. He started
out a theMidget Cleve, aloneon
thefidd with abunch of nine-year-
olds, but was promoted to the top
17-year-old divison by theend of
thesummer. Then, the next year
the big leagues went on strike.
Elliot HawkefromtheKansasCity
Royalscalled him. “He saw me
work ahigh school gameand told
me he considered me one of the
best four umpiresintheKC area.”
Joneswasassgned opening day at
Royals Stadium and worked the
next 11 gamesuntil the strikewas
settled. “I didn’t know if | wasas
good aseverybody thought | was,”
Jones remembers. “All | knew
wasthiswaseasier than working
Midget C.”

SteveHatchell, thentheBig8as-
S stant commissioner, had beento
one of those games. Later, when
he assigned umpirestotheBig 8
tournament, Jonesgot thecall and
for thenext 13 yearswasamain-
stay at the postseason confab. This
experience formed Jones ap-
proach to umpiring and the best
advice he can giveto anew um-
pire. “Work every game like
somebody istherewatching. Itcan
makeadifferencein your umpire
career.” As a supervisor, Bob
Jones has madethedifferencein
morethan oneumpirecareer. But
as far as Bob and Dan are con-
cerned, Dan will tell you it goes
much deeper than that.

By Dan Weikle
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USA Baseball U pdate (Continued from p. 5)

™

A tota of 60 umpireswill beassigned
to this nine-day event that will fea-
ture over 200 games.

For thefifth consecutive year, the
West championship will be held at
the Hi Corbett and Kino Sports
Complexes, the Major League
spring training sites for the Colo-
rado Rockies, Arizona Diamond-
backs and Chicago White Sox. A
total of 70 umpireswill beassigned
to the West championship. ABUA
umpiresinterested in game assign-
ments at the East championship
should send a copy of their season
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USA Baseball/Clinic Update

schedule and the name and phone
number of their assignor toAlan Zeff,
P.O. Box 3078, Boynton Beach, FL
33424. His e-mail address is
umpirei @aol.com.

ABUA umpiresinterested in game
assignments at the West champion-
ship should send a phone number of
their assignor or supervisor to Kevin
Daugherty, 520 Jentilly Lane, Chan-
dier,AZ 85226. Hise-mail address
iskevind-acua@msn.com.

Perfect Game Tour NEY (Continued fromp. 1)

-piring is preferred. A total of 40
umpires are needed for the four-
day tournament, which will feature
over 1,500 prospects and 600
scouts.

ABUA umpires interested in
game assignments at the Perfect
Game/Baseball America World
Wood Bat Championship should
send acopy of their season sched-

ule and the name and phone num-
ber of their assignor to Alan Zeff,
PO. Box 3078, Boynton Beach, FL
33424. His e-mail address is
umpirei @aol.com.

Mile High Clinic Update

Slotsarestill open but filling up
fast for the 10" Annua MileHigh
Advanced UmpireClinic June 19-
23,2002, in Denver. Theclinicis
sponsored by the Colorado High
School Baseball UmpiresAssocia
tion, the Colorado Collegiate Um-
piresAssociation and theABUA.
Enrollmentislimited tothefirst 30
umpires. Theregistration deadline
isMay 15, 2002.

Theclinicwill offer acomplete
instructiona program for umpires
whowishtoimproveintheareas
of game management, philosophy
and overdl umpiring technique. It
isdesigned for thehigh school ump-

irewho islooking to move up to
thevarsity ranksor the collegeum-
pirelooking for advanced training.
A top-flight group of cliniciansand
instructors, including Dick
Runchey, Joe Burleson, Bob Jones,
DanWeikleand Keith Bailey, will
lead theclinic.

Umpireswill bevideotaped and
critiqued. Indructionwill takeplace
inabatting cage-pitching tunnel sat-
ting, aswell asduring actual games
at the Connie Mack (17-18 year
olds) and Legion C (15-16 year
olds) levels.

Theclinicwill beginat 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 19, witha wel-

come and get together at the Den-
ver ElksLodge. OnThursday and
Friday (June20-21), umpireswill
work threegames(10am., 1 p.m.,
4p.m.) & each of eight Stes. There
will betwo gamesat each of eight
sites Saturday and Sunday (June
22-23).

For ABUA members, the cost
is$200. Thecostis$240for non-
members. Send a check with
name, address, city, state, zip,
phoneand e-mail to: DanWeikle,
1115Aberdeen Drive, Broomfield,
CO 80020. For more informa-
tion, contact Dan at 303/469-4868
or dweik34@aol.com.




