AMATEUR BASEBALL UMPIRES ASSOCIATION, INC.

The right call

ABUA Menbership Hts Extra Bases
Wth Recent Swng!!!

M ember ship update

Optimism in ABUA has not been
higher asour association swelled to
842 membersinearly April. Wedsohave
16 local associations that are ABUA
members. Thankstoall of youwho be-
lievein what we are doing and what we
areofferingamateur umpires. Please

ABUA vs.

We havereceived anumber of inquiries
regardinginsurancebenefitsfor ABUA's
individual members. The concernis
whether thelocal associationinsurance
program (LOAN), which ABUA local
associationshavethe option to purchase
through NASO, is comprehensive
enoughto cover individud umpires. The
answer isNO. The ABUA insurance
plan is more beneficial to umpires
becauseit includesaccident medical,
game-fee replacement and general
liability coverageASPART OF your
member ship fee. The LOAN insur-
ance program that ABUA local asso-
ciations have the option to purchase
DOESNOT cover umpireswiththese
benefits. TheLOAN insuranceprogram
isagenerd ligbility policy that coversthe
local associationand itsboard of direc-
tors. The plan aso affords each indi-
vidual member of the LOAN associa-
tion with accidental deeth and dismem-
berment coverage but doesnot include
accident, medical or game-feereplace-
ment. Both programs provide specific
benefits that cover specific Situations.
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continue to talk us up with your fellow
umpires,
In the next two years, we plan to de-

velop working alliances with state high
school associations and college confer-

encesto provideintensive, hands-on, edu-
cational instruction. Stay tuned!!
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John Stransky from Special Markets has
provided the following examples of how
each coverageworks. Examplel: You are
amember of an association and not amem-
ber of ABUA. Your association assigns
you towork agame and one of the partici-
pantsisinjured. After thegameyou write
up anincident report describing what hap-
pened. Twoyearslater youarenamed ina
lawsuit. Your local associationisnot named
inthelawsuit. Coveragethrough the LOAN
Program coversyour association and board
of directors. Becausethe suit hasbeenfiled
againgt you persondly, no benefitsfromthe
LOAN program insurance will kick in.
LOAN programinsurancewill providele-
gal defensefor theassociation, not just you.
Any judgments against you and the asso-
ciationwould bepaid uptothepolicy limits.
Example2: Using theexamplefrom above
let’slook at theABUA Insurance Program
and the differences between thetwo. With
the ABUA General Liability coveragefor
youwill becoveredindividualy. Thepolicy
will supply defenseand pay settlement/judg-
ment amountsuptothepolicy limit. Again,
if both you and your association are named

NASO | nsurance. .. Make The R ght Cal |

inthelawsuit, oneatorney will
beassignedto protect you and
the association. Example 3:
Agan, usngthesameexample
as above, let's look at what
happenswhentheindividud is
amember of ABUA and the
associationisnot amember of
the ABUA local association
plan. Theindividual ABUA
member that isnamed in the
lawsuit will have coverageun-
dertheABUA Insurance Pro-
gram. Theassociationthat the
member belongs to will not
haveany coverageif namedin
thislawsuit. Thedirectorsand
officersof the association or
theassociationit salf, includ-
ing the members, may bere-
quiredto cover the cost of the
judgments and attorney fees
for thedefenseinthesuit. Itis
essential that you asanindi-
vidual andtheassociation you

(SeeABUA Insurancep. 5)
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ABUA Lineup
C.J.'s The Golden Rule
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Theright call

Eastern Washington
Lewis and Clark Col-
al theassignmentsfor
ball. If anything big

_ . , _ _ _ Kenny Eldridge President
C.J. Mitchell is like genuine 14 carat gold...with special emphasis on the | g5 Rodriguez 1¢ VP

genuine part. Chuck “Bo Bo” Brayton, the former Washington State head | Bill Davis 2nd VP
baseball coach, echoed that when he watched Mitchell working an A-Legion | John Magnusson 3rd VP
tournament. Needless to say, the Courgars mentor was impressed with his | Kyle McNeeley 4th VP
discovery. Mitchell, who was called in to | Chuck Barnett Sec/Tres
work asareplacement in the tournament, | JonBible Director
wasintheright spot at theright time. Saidthe | MikeKiernan Director
"replacement” of this unplanned opportunity, | Nick Zibelli Director
whichledtoaplaceon the Pac-8 umpiring ‘E')m _Garman DIEEEs

N ) ) avid Rogers Director
staff, "Everything turned into gold after Dave Yeast Director
that.” Proof of Mitchell'sgilded touch
is easy to find in the Northwest along the Executive Director
border of Oregon and Washington State. He Ted Breidenthal
is the assignor for Eastern Oregon and tbreidenthal @prodigy.net

Universities, aswell as
lege. He also handles
high school and legion
happensin baseball in

CJ’scdl. And his
ringing since histhird

the Northwest, it's
phone hasn't stopped
year as an umpire, where he not only
worked his first full year of American Le-
gion ball, but also was tabbed as a fill-in by the Northwest League. "Ted
Sizemorewasthefirst guy | ever worked behind," remembered Mitchell, who
has worked on the field with the likes of Ozzie Smith, Terry Francona and
Mookie Wilson.

Mitchell's meteoric rise up the umpiring ladder was due to a strong adher-
ence to the spirit of the Golden Rule. "I don't put players and coaches
down...telling themto sit down and shut up,” Mitchell said. Not surprisingly,
Mitchell'sattitude, honed by hisyearsin the human resourcesfield, gave him
the calm demeanor of a veteran who has been there. "Let it happen, and
listen. Everybody's not out to get you." Admittedly, he likes it better when
things aretense and the gameison theline. "l work better when the pressure
ison."

And for Mitchell, thereis always something going on. Mitchell worked his
first NCAA Division | Regional in 1976 and enjoyed six return visits to the
postseason, including four trips to Omaha. He worked the plate in 1984 for
the USA Olympic Team that featured a bevy of soon-to-be mgjor league
stars, including Mark McGwire. He was called on again four years later and
handled the 1988 squad's exhibition in Spokane, Washington. He also ap-
peared in one NAIA World Series. His 1977 appearance at the CWS marked
the first time umpires were selected from around the U.S. "We paved the
way for what has become a tremendous program.”

Mitchell 'sprideisbornefrom alove for the game. On being an umpire, he
muses, "Some people say the life of an officia isall bad. Well, not from my
side." Of hiscareer, whichisby no meansover, Mitchell'swords are asgood
asgold; "All I doisenjoy my work. I'm having ablast.” By Dan Weikle

C.J Mitchdl
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The ABUA will solicit theassistance
of the National Federation of State
High School Associations and the 50
state high school activities associa-
tionsto broaden our reach and scope.
Thiswill identify candidateswho are
worthy of induction into the ABUA
Hall of Fame. By involvingthe state
high school activitiesassociations, we
will give them ownership in the pro-
cess and be assured that the nomi-
neesthey endorse exemplify the high-
est standards of sportsmanship, moral
character and ethical conduct.

In April, I will mail aninformational
package and nomination form to the
executivedirectorsof all 50 state high
school activitiesassociations. A hall
of fame screening committee, madeup
of ABUA members, will review the
nominationsthis summer and makeits
recommendationsto the ABUA board
of directorsin September. The board
will announcethe Classof 2002 Hall
of Fame inductees in the October

From The Dugout
A Message From the Executive Director

ABUA newsletter. All of the high school
candidates will be judged on their signifi-
cant and/or long-term contributionsto um-
piring at the interscholastic level. The ac-

i

clinicthisfall

nounce details at W@ umpire.org and in
the July ABUA newdletter. If you or your
associationisinterested in aone-day clinic
thisfall, contact Bob Jonesat 816/356-5001.

MorelL egidativeHelp for Umpires?

A bill in the Kansas House of Represen-
tatives could makethreatening or striking a
sportsofficial aClass B misdemeanor, pun-
ishableby afineof up t0$2,000, said Rep.
Mike O’ Neal, chairman of the House judi-
Ciary committee,

VE. Wewill an-

“This bill could potentially double the
fines,” O’ Neal said in arecent articlein
the University Daily Kansan, the school
newspaper at the University of Kansas.
“We have ageneral law in place for bat-
tery but it does not specifically say sports
officials.”

O’ Neal said the current law, which car-
riesamaximum fine of $1,000, also pro-
tects other people on the court or play-
ingfied.

“A coach who isstruck by aparent for
pulling his son out of the game is pro-
tected by the same law that protects the
sportsofficial,” O’ Neal said. “It covers
all those situations.” Brian Cooper, a
senior at Kansas who works high school
baseball and basketball, thinks this bill
will provide more protection for officials
onthefield.

“Parents and coaches get caught up in
themoment of the game, sowiththishill,
if you strikean official, it won't beregu-
lar battery. (Theoffense) will be bumped
up a level, which hopefully will make
people think before threatening an offi-
cia.”

Umpire Tips On Being An Independent Contractor

As amateur umpires we generally
operate as “independent contractors’
under thelaw. Since amateur umpires
are not “employees,” league assign-
ors and schools are not responsible
for withholding taxes, providing
workman's compensation or liability
insurance, or abiding by state and fed-
eral wage and hour laws. Neither are
they liable for our acts and omissions
if we causeinjury to others.

Still, withthe changing nature of IRS
regulations and other statutes, um-
pire associations often ask, “What
can we do to insure our umpires are
independent contractors?’ Before ex-
ploring three simple tips that should
help, let’s consider what the law gen-
eraly provides.

What separates “employees’ from
“independent contractors” is the de-
gree of supervision provided by the
“master.”

When the master hiresaservant for
adesired result and the servant is not
subject to control asto the manner in

which he performs the acts necessary to
accomplish the result, the servant remains
an “independent contractor.”

Umpiring lendsitself to “ independent con-
tractor” status. Virtualy all umpiresareable
to control when and where they work by
rejecting particular assignments without
losing their “job.” Tofollow are sometips
to maintain independent contractor status:

1. Sign a Contract. Many associations
require their umpiresto sign an agreement
which acknowledgesthat they areretained
as independent contractors, and thus re-
sponsiblefor paying their own taxes. If you
areunableto locate asample, contact Chuck
Barnett withthe ABUA.

2. Require Membersto Maintain Liability
Insurance. Onehallmark of anindependent

contractor is that he maintains insurance
coverage. Requiring liability insuranceisa
good idea for many reasons, not the least
of which is preserving “independent con-
tractor” status. Membershipinthe ABUA

includes liability coverage, and given
the reasonable cost of membership,
there’s no good reason not to require
your members to join as a condition of
working in the association.

3. BeDiligent With Tax Reporting. Since
independent contractors are not consid-

ered employees, money paid to themis
reported on IRS1099-M|1SC forms, rather
than IRSW-2s. If your umpiresarepaid
through the association, be diligent in
reporting the fees. As you prepare tax
returnsfor your association, be sureyou
report the payments made to umpires as
the appropriate operating expense. It's
also a good idea to consult a CPA for
help with tax reporting.

As always, you should consult with
an attorney in your state to insure that
nothing unique to your state’s laws
changesthe suggestions contained here,
as they are only intended to reflect the
generaitiesof thelaw.

By: Jason Reed
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USA/NCAA Updates
USA BASEBALL ACCEPTING 2001 UMPIRE RESUMES

Terry Mann of Phoenix has
been selected asthe USA Base-
ball Umpire Coordinator for as-
signmentswithintheU.S. His
responsibilitiesincludeumpire
sdectionand coordinationfor all
USA Basebal |l assignmentsfor
competitions intheU.S. Rich
Fetchiet will continueto recom-
mend umpiresfor Internationa
assgnmentsfor USA Baseball.
The number of assignments
within the U.S. will decrease
dightly thisyear as2001isan
off-Olympicyesar.

Rich Fetchiet,akey ABUA
leader since 1998, has been
appointed to succeed Bill
Thurston assecretary-rules edi-
tor of theNCAA Base-
ball Rules Committee.
Fetchiet has over 20
yearsof collegiate, na-
tional andinternationa
umpiring and umpire-
related administrative

Assignmentsusually gear up just

prior to and including the year the
Summer Olympics areheld.

BASEBALL

The USA Collegiate Teamwill be

touring the U.S. sometimethissum-
mer. Asthe schedulebecomesavail-

NCAA Names Umpire As Rules Editor

Fetchiet retired from activeumpiring
after the 2000 season. Prior to that
heumpired numerousDivison| con-
ferencetournamentsand madethree

College World Series ap-
pearances, including serving
as the plate umpire for the
1999 national championship

game. Included among
. Rich’sinternational tourna-

ments are the Pan Am

Games, World Cup Quadlifier, Inter-
continental Cup, World Champion-
shipsand the 2000 Olympic Games.
In 1997, the International Baseball
Associationnamed himUmpireof the
Year. Fetchietisahigher education
administrator at the University of
Michigan School of Dentistry. Rich
and hiswife, Kay, and two children
currently resdeinAnnArbor, Michi-

experience.

Richiscurrently Supervisor
of Basebal Umpiresfor theBig
Ten, Mid-American, Midwest-
ern Collegiate, GLIAC and
MIAA Conferences. Heison
the NCAA National Umpire
Program Advisory Committee
and isthe ABUA Liaison to
both USA Baseball andtheIn-

ternationa Basebd | Asociation.  gan.
ﬂ ds —w& ABUA uniformsavailable
- f‘ﬁ; exclusively at
= \ J Honig's
.0 1-800-468-3284

able, Mann will be contacting
ABUA umpiresinterestedin USA
Baseball assgnments. Interested
umpires should send a baseball
resumeligtingtheir yearsandleve
of umpiring experience, dongwith
thefollowinginformation: name,
address, phone numbers for
home, work andfax, email address
and socia security number.  Any-
oneinterested inbeing considered
should contact Terry Mann, USA
Baseball Umpire Coordinator by
fax (520) 885-2211 or email:
usaump@aol .com.

Michigan To Host
First Umpire
Evaluation Camp

The Collegiate Baseball Um-
pires Association (CBUA) of
Michigan and the United States
Specialty Sports Association
(USSSA) areteaming together to
conduct their first collegeumpire
evaluation camp. The camp,
which sold outimmediately, will
be held June 22-24, 2001 in
Chelsea, Michigan. A total of 24
entry-level collegeumpireswill
receive live-game evaluations,
pre-gameand postgamecritiques,
and written summaries of their
performance.

Duane Owens (USSSA) and
Rich Fetchiet (CBUA) are or-
chestrating this prototype event
with renowned umpires Dick
Runchey, Perry Costello and
Andy Rieman serving asevalua-
tors. Said Fetchiet, “Thisaatre-
mendousopportunity for up-and-
coming college umpiresto show
their suff infront of influentia col-
legeevaluators.”

Volume4, Issue?2
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Association Profile

In each edition of The right call, an
umpire's association will be profiled
to learn what associations are do-
ing to promote professional amateur
umpires. This edition’s profile is the
Kentuckiana Baseball Umpire As-
sociation (KBUA), Louisville, KY.

Sometimein the mid 1960s, the
Kentucky High School AthleticAs-
sociation mandated thecregtion
of associationsto enhancethe
skillsof high school officials.
Asareault of thismandate, the
KentuckianaBasebdl Umpires
Association wasformed. At
thetime of itsformation, the
KBUA wascomprised of nine
menwho had, up until that time,
received game assignments

fromindividua schoolsinthe
area | Imnirecnenntiated namefees

Professionalism with Integrity

Sometimesit istougher to stay at a
particular level thanitisto get there.
Thebest advicel cangiveinthisre-
gardisto"ownyour position” from
day one. By that | mean that you
must, besidesknowing therulesand
mechanics, havethegutsto do what
isright. Didyou seeaninth-inning
bak withthetying runonthird? Don't
"pass’ on it just because the crew
chief didnot call it. Doesthehome
coach need to be glected? If so, do
it. Will you screw up? Sure, and
whenyoudo, youwill learnfromit.
Intheend, however, the only way to

gaintherespect of theparticipantsand

conduct training on field mechan-
ics, and rule changesand inter-
pretations. It conductsan annual
mechanicsclinicprior tothe sea
son, and providestraining during
thefall of theyear. It hasformed
apartnership with the Southeast
Independent Umpires Associa-

tion (a college umpireassocia
tion) and the ABUA to conduct
afall clinic at Morehead State
Universty.

The association is funded
through membership duesandthe
sdeof advertisement spaceinthe
association’sdirectory of officids.

sire Position

your partnersisto takethe posi-
tionfrom the start that there are
no rookiesandthat youwill carry
your share of theload. | know
thisfrom experience. Had | not
let my surroundingsintimideteme
when| first got to the NFL and
passed on somecallsbecausemy
veteran partnersdid not call any-
thing, | would till beintheleague.
By not acting like | belonged
therefromthe start, | convinced
my colleaguesthat | didn't. Don't
make the same mistake. Stand
up and MAKE THE RIGHT
CALL! By: Jon Bible
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The Bull Pen

Thisdirectory providesinformation
about each member of theassociation.
It isdistributed to each school, base-
ball coach, athletic director, and ad-

vertiser/sponsor of thedirectory.
Each year, the membership gathers

to honor thosewho havedistinguished
themselvesduring the season. A com-
mittee sdlectsmemberstoreceive
various awards, including
RookieUmpireof the Year, Most
Improved Umpire, and various
awards named for those who
have contributed tothe KBUA's
success. The KBUA has been
responsible for improving the
skillsof umpires, improving game
feesand gandardizingtheuniform
and equipment umpiresuse.

If you do not have alocal associa-
tion, or would liketo ask questionsre-
gardingimproving your association, we
would beglad to help. You may con-
tact Marty McDermott, at
mcmuttman@eaol.com, or by writingto
the KBUA, PO. Box 99482, Louis-
ville, KY, 40269-0482

ABUA Insurance

(from page 1)

belong to have both coverages. If
you havequestionsabout either palicy,
please contact John Stransky at Spe-
cia MarketsInsurance Consultantsat
(800) 727-7642 or email him at:
John@specia markets.com.

VISTOURWEBSITE

www.abua.com
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High School . . . On Deck

ABUA Needs YOUR Help To
Attract High School Umpires

The ABUA needsyour help If you or someone you know has
in building THE database of accesstoa state high school direc-
high school baseball umpiresin  tory that wedo not have, please con-
theU.S. Weareintheprocessof tact Ted Breidenthal, ABUA Execu-
procuring 2001umpire directories  tive Director, at 913/648-8677 or
of registered high school basebal  tbreidenthal @prodigy.net. “ One of
umpires from al 50 states. To our goals for 2002 is to spread the
date, theABUA hasreceived di- ABUA messageto every high school
rectories from Kentucky, Mis-  baseball umpireinthecountry,” said
souri, Ohio, Michigan, Kansas, Breidentha. “ Theselistswill dlow the
Oklahoma and Wisconsin. We ABUA to reachthousandsof umpires this important endeavor. Hope-
would liketoreceivedirectories  who could greatly benefit frommem-  fully, with your helpwecan reach
from asmany of theremaining bershipinthe ABUA.” The ABUA umpires like yourself from
43 statesaswe possibly can. very much appreciatesyour helpwith  throughout the country.
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