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Have you renewed your ABUA membership? Click here for a member registration form! 
 

2006 Membership Registration

Renewal letters and 2006 membership registration forms for all members will hit mailboxes this week. Please take a 
few minutes to update your profile on the form or click here for a link to our on-line registration form: 

http://www.umpire.org/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?
Screen=PROD&Store_Code=URC&Product_Code=M1&Category_Code=MEM

I’m proud to state we were able to keep the same insurance benefits without raising membership dues this year; dues 
are $40 again this year. In this day and age, as you know, this is a major accomplishment. The ABUA insurance plan 
– with top-flight liability, accident medical and game-fee-replacement coverage – clearly is a great plan for the value. 
And it covers you while you work both baseball and softball. 

Additional membership benefits include a new Tips Guide on Handling Situations. Doug Ricciardi and Kyle McNeely 
from the ABUA’s Executive Committee are busy finalizing the tips that will go into this year’s guide. I’m sure you will 
find a nugget or two that will improve your “handling situations” skills. 

Honig’s again will provide ABUA members with the best equipment and apparel at discount rates. Honig’s will provide 
all ABUA members with a 10-percent discount off most items and also provide a monthly promotion just for ABUA 
members. 

  
Half-Price Membership Promotion Back by Popular Demand 

The ever-popular half-price membership promotion is back! Click here to access the 2006 ABUA membership 
registration form that will allow you to sign up two NEW ABUA members and receive your membership for $20. The 
fee is $100 -- $40 each for the two members you recruit and $20 for your membership. 

  
2005 A Record-Setting Year for ABUA 

2005 was a record-setting year for ABUA as 1,856 amateur baseball umpires joined the ranks of what is by far the 
largest association of amateur baseball umpires in the U.S. Overall, membership increased by 70 percent in 2005. As 
we begin our ninth year, we promise to stay true to our mission – to give you the benefits you want and need when 
you step on the field this year. Thanks to all of you for joining the greatest fraternity in the world! 
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New ABUA Logo for 2006! 

ABUA has developed a new logo for the first time since its inception in 1998. It’s a little bolder look that still 
incorporates “home plate.” All 2006 members will receive a patch with the new logo. Additional patches can be 
purchased for $4. 

  
ABUA Members Selected to Work International Competitions 

ABUA members Jim Jackson, Bloomington, IN, and David Pritchett, Greensboro, NC, were selected to umpire the 
International Baseball Federation XXXVI World Cup in The Netherlands, September 2-17. The tournament featured 
professional teams from 18 countries and five continents. Jackson was the 1B umpire in the Gold Medal game 
between Cuba and South Korea, while Pritchett was assigned the plate for the Bronze Medal game between The 
Netherlands and Panama. ABUA chairman Dick Runchey, who is the head of the IBAF Umpires Advisory Committee, 
also attended the World Cup as an official of IBAF. 

Other ABUA members who did an outstanding job with international assignments this fall included Dave Buck, who 
worked the Pre-Olympic Qualifier in Arizona; Scott Inman, who worked the Junior Pan American Games in Mexico; 
and Dan Breighner, who worked the IBAF AA 16-year-old tournament in Mexico. 

  
ABUA Hall of Fame Update 

The ABUA Executive Committee is in the beginning stages of planning the next ABUA Hall of Fame event, which will 
be held in 2007. More details to come in early 2006 so stay tuned. ABUA Hall of Fame members include: Richard 
“Bullet” Alexander, Ray Munari, Tony Patch, Tom Ravashiere, Hank Rountree, Bud Schoephlin, Gus Steiner, Art Blair, 
Doug Cossey, Curley Clement, Alan Keen, C. J. Mitchell, Bob Jones, Anibal Rosario, Louis Spry, Dale Williams, Dick 
Runchey, Brad Rumble, Al Alford and Riccardo Fraccari. 
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ABUA-USA Baseball Meeting Tentatively Scheduled for January 

Members of the ABUA Executive Committee, including Dick Runchey, John Kleis and Ron Sebastian, along with 
executive director Ted Breidenthal, have tentatively agreed to meet with USA Baseball staff Monday, January 16, 
2006, at the USA Baseball headquarters in Cary, North Carolina. Among the topics of conversation will be national 
and international umpire assignments for USA Baseball and the International Baseball Federation. ABUA has 
assigned most USA Baseball events for the past five years. ABUA umpires who want to be considered for USA 
Baseball assignments in the U.S. should submit an umpiring resume to Ron Sebastian at rsebastian@nc.rr.com. 
ABUA umpires who wish to be considered for international assignments should e-mail an umpiring resume to Rich 
Fetchiet (plateman@umich.edu) and Dick Runchey (rrunch6050@aol.com). 

  
ABUA Executive Committee Announcement 

Ron Sebastian , Garner, NC, has been named ABUA fourth vice-president and will assume his duties January 1, 
2006. Sebastian handles all local USA Baseball assignments for ABUA in North Carolina. The remaining members 
include Dick Runchey, Plymouth, MI, chairman; Kyle McNeely, Cincinnati, first vice-president; John Kleis, Lovettsville, 
MD, second vice-president; and Doug Ricciardi, South Dennis, MA, third vice-president. 

  
2006 High School Rule Changes - Equipment 

By Kyle McNeely  
ABUA First Vice-President 

Every year, the NFHS Baseball Rules Committee receives almost 100 + proposals for rule changes to become 
effective the next High School Baseball season. The change proposals run the spectrum from changing the 
fundamentals of the game that has served us so well (such as having 2 strikes and only 3 balls for a batter) to minor 
wording changes. The committee does a Herculean effort in wading through all those proposals and arriving at a 
reasonable stance for the game, the players, the coaches, and the officials.

This coming 2006 High School season will be no different than in the past. There are less than a dozen rule changes, 
with only a few having a major impact on officiating and play. While we will go over in depth these rule changes in 
early January, we will talk about a few impacting equipment today, just to whet your appetite.

With regard to the color of a pitcher’s glove, last year’s re-enforcement of the existing rule caused a ball yard full of 
consternation and gnashing of teeth. The old rule stated that a pitcher’s glove could not be white or gray and had to 
be uniform in color. With sporting goods manufacturers offering for sale gloves that ran the colors of the rainbow, it 
caused many issues. Well, one of the rule changes for this upcoming season should help with this problem. 

Now, a pitcher’s glove is illegal only if it includes any white and/or gray. (It would also be illegal if it had an illegal 
substance or were tackified). This now allows for a pitcher to use a multi-color glove as long as it is not considered to 
be distracting. As always, the determination of a glove being distracting is umpire judgment. It is important to note that 
any white or gray in a glove, either in or on the laces, glove, logo or manufacturer’s patch is illegal. Absolutely no 
white or gray is allowed on the glove. The committee wanted this interpretation to make it clear and easy to 
understand and enforce. If a glove has a small amount of white or gray anywhere in the glove, the coach or player can 
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use a permanent black ink pen to color over it. So as long as the turquoise and pink glove is not deemed distracting, 
and has no white or gray on it, pitch away. (I might judge the phosphorus yellow and bright red glove to be 
distracting). If the glove is determined to be distracting, as in the past, the pitcher is required to simply replace the 
glove; no other penalty is invoked.

Another rule change with regard to equipment is a minor one involving the wearing of helmets in the field. Any 
defensive player is now permitted to wear face/head protection while in the field. In the past, only the pitcher was 
allowed to wear such protection. If a pitcher or any defensive player wears face/head protection, its outer covering 
shall have a non-glare surface. These helmets currently do not have a NOCSAE testing standard in existence, so 
these head/face protectors are not required to have a NOCSAE seal or stamp on the helmet. I am sure that will be 
worked in the near future.

The last change involving equipment is not really new, but the implementation of a rule change made several years 
ago. Effective January 1, 2006, no BESR label, sticker or decal will be legal for a non-wood bat. The BESR marking 
will need to be a permanent part of the bat. If a non-wood bat does not have the BESR stamp emblazoned on it, but 
does have a BESR sticker, it will be an illegal bat. This rule was passed some time ago, but the effective date was 
delayed to give manufacturers time to move their inventory.

Even though football and basketball are still “game on” in most states, for those who still hunger for the small 
roundball, I wanted to help meet your needs. Have a good winter and we will discuss all the rules changes in depth in 
early 2006.

  
College baseball rules panel solidifies stand on regulation games 
(The NCAA News Online, August 29th, 2005) 

By Ty Halpin 
Staff Writer  
The NCAA News 

The NCAA Baseball Rules Committee reaffirmed its position on what constitutes a regulation game and continued its 
review of the strike zone at its annual meeting July 12-15 in Boston. 

All rules proposals will be reviewed by the Playing Rules Oversight Panel in September. 

Read full story... 

  
2006 Bruce Doane Sr. Umpire Camp 

The 2006 Bruce Doane Sr. Umpire Camp will be held February 3-5 at Grand Rapids Community College (Ford 
Fieldhouse) in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This is one of the best – if not THE best – umpire camps in the country. The 
cost is $225, which includes your 2006 ABUA membership. 

Camp Coordinators : Rich Fetchiet, Dick Runchey, Mark Uyl and Doug Wabeke. 

Camp Instructors : 25 instructors who have over 350 years’ experience at the professional, international, collegiate, 
high school and sandlot levels; numerous collegiate conference supervisors, evaluators and assignors. 

Origins : The camp started in 1991 and has trained over 1,000 umpires, a number of whom return each year. 

Headquarters hotel : The headquarters hotel is the Days Inn located at Pearl Street and US 131 in Grand Rapids, MI. 

Other benefits : Live cage instruction, videotape critique of cage instruction, base work, classroom rules sessions, 
MHSAA baseball rules meeting, Honig’s equipment and clothing sold on site, camp t-shirt, all drills assisted by the 
players and coaches from Grand Rapids Community College, three-time national champs. 
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For more information, contact Doug Wabeke at dwabeke@grcc.edu or 616/234-4270. 

  
Honig’s Holiday Promotion for ABUA Members Only 

#R970 & #R971 Reebok Vero Turf TR Low: We’re clearing out all remaining stock of 
Reebok’s Vero Turf trainer that’s made for the diamond!  Comfort throughout with superior 
cushioning and traction make this a great choice for a long day on the bases.  Available in 
solid black (#R970) or black with white accents (pictured – #R971) in sizes 7-12, 13, 14, 
15.  Honig’s regular price: $64.95.  ABUA MEMBER SPECIAL PRICE:  $49.95.  Offer 
good for a limited time while supplies last.  And don’t forget, ABUA members get 10% off baseball items 
EVERY day from Honig’s!

To order, call 800/468-3284.
  

I have been injured umpiring, now what… 

By John Stransky, Special Markets Insurance Consultants 

Picture this, you have been assigned to work the plate for the conference championship game. The game is going on 
without any trouble. In the bottom of the fifth inning, the home team’s clean-up hitter comes to the plate with the bases 
loaded. After the first couple of carefully placed pitches, the pitcher has to throw a strike and lets go with a fastball that 
is high in the zone. The batter swings and just barely catches a piece of the ball, a foul ball. The only problem is your 
left arm has just been broken by the foul ball. 

Good thing you are a member of the ABUA. One of the great member benefits of the ABUA is Excess Accident 
Medical Insurance for each member included in membership. This is what you need to do to have to have your claim 
processed properly. 

Go to the Emergency Room and get your arm taken care of. When the hospital asks for your insurance information, 
provide them with your group health insurance plan, and then let them know that you are a member of ABUA and 
have a second insurance coverage. 

●     Normally the hospital will file the claim for you with your group health insurance company. Your health 
insurance company will process the claim and send you an Explanation of Benefits (EOB). You then will 
receive a bill from the hospital showing what is still owed from the services the hospital provided. 

●     Go to the ABUA website, www.umpire.org, and download the accident medical claim form from the Insurance 
section. Your hospital may be willing to file with this insurance also, or they may want you to file. After the form 
is printed, fill it out as completely as possible. Attach copies of the itemized bills from the provider and the 
EOB’s from your health insurance to the claim form and send it to Ted Breidenthal at the ABUA (810 
Baltimore, Kansas City, MO 64105). Ted will verify your membership in the ABUA and sign the claim form. 
Ted will mail the claim form and all relevant paperwork to the insurance company. 

●     You may receive requests for additional information from the company. Make sure you respond as soon as 
possible after receiving the request. Keep a copy of what you send to the insurance company. 

●     You will then receive an EOB from the ABUA’s insurance carrier telling you how the claim has been processed 
and where any payments have been sent. 

●     If you have questions about how a claim was processed, please call John Stransky at Special Markets 
Insurance Consultants, Inc. at 800-727-7642 ext. 31, or the 800 number on the claim form and speak directly 
to the claims examiner. 

We hope that you never have to use the accident medical portion of the insurance benefits provided by your ABUA 
membership; however, if you do, I hope this information helps make the process a little easier. 

If you have any questions about this or any of the insurance benefits supplied by the ABUA, please call John Stransky 
at 800-727-7642 ext. 31 or email john@specialmarkets.com.
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Web Site Login Instructions - User Name & Passwords

For the past two years, many of you have had trouble with the login procedure at our Web site, www.umpire.org. Dan 
Salce, our Web master, and I have received numerous questions about this process so this is the perfect time to 
review the procedure.

The forums area:

Here you register right on the site for access into the forums area. The key to success is that once you submit the 
registration form, you MUST check your email for the approval link within 24 hours. The validation link expires after 
that time. Additionally, once you get your user name and password, you log in and have the opportunity to change 
your password from the system generated one, to one of your choosing. In any case, write them down!. We can not 
email you your password, because it is encrypted.

The ABUA Members Only Site:

This user name and password is separate from your forums area user name and password. This combination is 
emailed to you at the beginning of each calendar year along with your membership package. We can re-send it to 
you, however, once again we suggest you write it down and keep it in a safe place.

ABUA On Line Store:

Another separate login/password combination. This is an option, and is only presented to you when you sign up and 
pay for your membership on line. You may complete your transaction without creating or saving one.

  
 

Have you renewed your ABUA membership? Click here for a member registration form! 
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